
May 2019
SOMA’S PASTORAL TRANSITION UPDATE

1. On April 28th our mission partners formally elected the members of our 
Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC – the official name of our pastor search 
team). Those members are Jerryn Carson (chair), Jerome Cousar, Rochelle 
Burks, Christine Kroger, Brad Frey, Caleb Musselman, and Kristen Slebodnik. 
We are very excited about this group, and we ask for you to pray for them 
and their journey ahead. The search process is a lot of work, and you’ll be 
getting monthly updates from them on their progress as they prepare to get 
started this month.

2. We received input toward the creation of our church and pastor profiles, 
and draft versions of those profiles are now being given to our PNC to finalize 
for use in the advertisement of the pastor position. Thank you for your input to 
describing our faith community in a way that will give prospective 
candidates a meaningful first impression. 

3. Our Presbytery’s Church Development Committee (CDC) has given us the 
go-ahead to post this as an open pastoral position on the EPC website as 
soon as we feel we’re ready to do so. Once we have finalized the 
church/pastor profiles, the Church Information Form (CIF), and our 
introductory video (thanks Chris Padgett!), that position will be live and 
viewable at www.epc.org/mso. We expect that to happen either this month 
or in early June.

In Christ,
Mike & Dani Brown, Jerryn Carson, Akil Chaney, 
Jerome Cousar, Marc de Jeu, Anthony Regan, 
Dave Slebodnik, Dave & Karen Swartzwelder

A lot has been happening in the life of our church, in the life of our city, and in our pastoral 
transition process. A few big developments to note:

Along with the development and preparation for the work of the search team, we have 
also been at work identifying those lay leaders in our congregation who will take on 
specific facilitation roles once Pastor Marc steps away July 1. We are finalizing those 
positions now, and you’ll be seeing their names and responsibilities in June’s update. Of 
course, these folks are facilitators only – it’s the job of the entire church body to continue 
supporting God’s mission work through our community of faith!

As always, please feel free to get in touch with anyone on the Session & Leadership Team 
for more info or simply to share your thoughts/feelings as we prepare for the next season of 
life together as a church.


